
Pastor’s page: "... Let the Clouds rain down the Just One." (An Advent Prayer) 

      Advent is the season of hope, but not necessarily optimism. National and 
global human-made disasters overwhelm us. Pope Francis has been traveling 
the world to poverty stricken and divided regions to show the compassionate 
face of Christ – most recently Myanmar. The month between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in the US has the most suicides due to severe depression and 
accidental overdose deaths. 

       The Kingdom of God has come, but not fully yet. The fullness of peace, joy 
and justice will be on the day of Glory; the day of the Lord. This life brings us 
much joy, but it is never pure unadulterated joy. We know that sadness will also 
come. Not so when we are with the Lord!  “But I will see you again, and your 
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.” (John 16.22) 

      We are the people who have come to know that God has a plan for our 
world. Everything will work out for the good, because God has so loved us that 
he sent Jesus to set us free from sin and death. The Spirit of God lives within us 
who have come to know the truth. We live in God and God lives in us. God is our 
life breath, our heartbeat; not distant or uncaring. 

       Like Jesus, the man of hope, we never lose heart because "God is on our side 
and who can stand against us." (Romans 8) the Spirit of God has filled the 
world, and dwells in the hearts of all people of goodwill. 

      The virtue of hope is fundamentally grounded in our belief in Christ promises. 
When everything is bleak in life and all seems to be failing, the virtue of hope 
takes hold in our hearts. "Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. We know that all things work together for good for those who love God...." 
(Romans 8. 26-28) 

      Hope keeps us from becoming discouraged and giving in to the great enemy 
of despair. The Spirit within us is a great source of energy to lift us up during 



times when we feel abandoned and terribly alone. "My God, my God why have 
you abandoned me?" Psalm 22-quoted by Jesus as he was in agony and died on 
the cross. But the resurrection lay close at hand. No day in human history was 
more filled with hope for the future! 

      Advent is the time when we recognize that Christ has come in history to save 
us from our sins and from death. It is also the time when we recognize more 
than ever before that Christ is present among us, the risen one, in the Word of 
God and the sacraments of our church. And the risen Lord is present in us, the 
community of believers (the church) who support and sustain us in our journey 
through life back to God. 

      In Advent we come to grips with our incompleteness. We rediscover our 
longing for fulfillment; that nothing in this world will satisfy. Even in the best 
marriages, and the closest friendships, there is some distance and 
misunderstanding. Although we taste of heaven, and enjoy the love found in 
healthy family life, and the celebrations that mark our togetherness; all things 
are passing. 

      "You have made us for yourself oh Lord, and our souls are restless until they 
rest in you." (St. Augustine writing in the fourth century) 

Peace, Father Bruce 


